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“What Is Germanness?” — Reflections on a Contemporaneous Phenomenon
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Summary

An interesting phenomenon has been observed since the beginning of the 21st century: as
many as 14 works with the (almost) identical title “What is Germanness?” have been published one
after another. Moreover, more than half of them are concentrated in the period after 2015, when
the “refugee crisis” became a social issue. After the Second World War, and especially since the
1970s, a left-liberal consensus has developed in Germany in which anything connected with Nazism
is thoroughly rejected. This led to widespread self-denial of Germany within German society,
whereby it has become almost taboo to refer to ‘Germanness’ as a collective national characteristic.
This publishing phenomenon indicates a certain change in social understanding. By examining the
authors, publishers, content, and the purposes behind the writing of the respective books published
under the title “What is Germanness?”, this article establishes that these publications have, on
the one hand, become, as can easily be imagined, a platform for the presentation of conservative
cultural nationalism and even far-right “patriotic” discourses, and on the other hand, have been
provoked by the development of debate on the liberal left. A social shift can be recognized here, in
which conservative discourses, which were rarely brought to the surface by the post-war liberal-left

consensus, have to some extent been unleashed.
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